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Hoping to reduce hunger and poverty by sparking 
a “green revolution” in Africa, the Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation on Tuesday announced a new 
partnership with the Rockefeller Foundation 
to dramatically increase productivity of small 
farms in the poorest region of the world. This is 
the Seattle-based foundation’s first major push 
into agriculture, one of several new areas it has 
targeted for investment as it ramps up to spend $3 
billion annually.  “We hope to help millions of the 
most vulnerable people in Africa lift themselves 
out of poverty,” Melinda Gates said in a telephone 
news conference. The partnership, the Alliance for 
a Green Revolution in Africa (AGRA), will initially 
invest $150 million to improve seed technology 
and produce higher yields in sub-Saharan Africa. 
The Gates Foundation will contribute $100 million 
and the New York-based Rockefeller Foundation 
$50 million. The project faces a challenge to 
succeed in a region characterized by harsh and 
highly varied conditions, while avoiding pitfalls of 
earlier efforts that poisoned some ecosystems 
with fertilizers and pesticides and drained rivers 
and wetlands for irrigation.
The effort builds on work the Rockefeller Foundation 
began in the 1940s that created the first so-called 
Green Revolution, boosting the output of farms in 
Latin America and Asia and relieving widespread 
famine. That effort moved many of the world’s 
poorest countries and people out of extreme 
poverty. But the effort largely bypassed Africa. 
Over the past 15 years, the number of Africans 
living on less than a dollar a day has grown to 
exceed the population of the United States. If the 
trend continues, sub-Saharan Africa will be the 
only place in the world where the number of poor 
people will be higher in 2015 than it was in 1990.
“No major region around the world has been able 
to make sustained economic gains without first 

making significant improvements in agricultural 
productivity,” said Bill Gates, co-chairman of 
the Gates Foundation. “These strategies have 
the potential to transform the lives and health of 
millions of families.” Kenya trip opens eyes Melinda 
Gates said that a trip to Kenya in March showed 
her how improvements in agriculture could make 
a big difference. The couple saw hopeful signs in 
the work of African plant scientists, entrepreneurs 
starting seed companies and agricultural dealers 
introducing new tools and practices to farmers. 
The time is right to support and expand on those 
efforts, they said. “It was so impressive to be on 
the ground in a place like Kenya to see the work 
that has already been done there,” Melinda Gates 
said. The goals over the next decade are ambitious: 
Introduce 400 new and improved crop varieties, 
work in 20 as-yet-unspecified African countries 
to eliminate hunger among 30 million people 
and move 15 million more out of poverty, said 
Rockefeller Foundation President Judith Rodin. 
Based in Nairobi, Kenya, AGRA will address soil 
fertility and irrigation, farm-management practices 
and access to markets and financing. Gates said 
the foundation’s investment in agriculture will 
probably never match the whopping amounts of 
money being devoted to prevention, treatment and 
cure of diseases like malaria and tuberculosis.
But the foundation’s critics — and even many of 
its admirers — have long urged the Gateses to 
address the underlying roots of poverty, rather 
than just focusing on technological fixes for 
specific maladies. Bill Gates acknowledged that 
Africa faces a whole host of other problems, 
such as ongoing civil strife and lack of basic 
infrastructure. “This program doesn’t fund road 
building, nor can it overcome political situations ... 
,” he said. But increasing agricultural productivity 
“starts a virtuous cycle that we’ve seen in many 
countries. There’s no doubt there’s parts of Africa 
where this will be successful.”

GATES, ROCKEFELLER CHARITIES 
TAKE AIM AT AFRICAN HUNGER

EAST AFRICA WINS 
BBI GRANT
Scientists from Tanzania, Kenya and Uganda in 
collaboration with experts form USA have won a 
three-four year research grant that may total up to 
USD 350,000. The money will be used to conduct 
“baseline biodiversity impact studies of transgenic 
Bt cotton on wild ecosystems in the East African 
region” and the collaborators are  William Hamisy, 
TPRI, Tanzania, Charles Watura, KARI, Kenya, 
Simon Byabagambi, Makerere University, Uganda, 
Roshan Abdallah, TPRI, Tanzania, John Pleasants, 
Iowa State University, USA, Jonathan Wendel, Iowa 
State University, USA, and Neal Stewart, University 
of Tennessee, USA.
The Biotechnology-Biodiversity Interface (BBI) 
competitive grant program is a component  of 
Program for Biosafety Systems component that 
focuses on the need to better understand the 
interaction between genetically engineered crops, 
agriculture, and the environment. The program 
was developed because environmental risks and 
benefits, and applicability of transgenic crops to 
the agricultural realities vary in different ecological 
regions and must therefore be assessed on a case-
by-case basis.
BBI grants support research that provides 
information needed to assess the potential effects 
of transgenic crops on wild biodiversity, and to 
design risk management strategies appropriate to 
the country/region agricultural systems.
The information generated by this research should 
be used to:
 Assist regulatory bodies in making science-based 
decisions.
 Develop strategies for managing any identified 
risks in the context of agro-ecosystems.
  Build collaboration between agricultural research 
and environmental conservation communities.
 Build capacity to conduct research in assessing 
and managing risks to wild biodiversity.
The awarding of BBI research grants started in 
2004 and the cotton team above is the third major 
beneficiary in East Africa. In 2005, two projects 
from East Africa, Gene flow and fitness studies of 
hybrids between cultivated rice (Oryza sativa) and 
its wild/weedy relatives in the East African region’ 
and ‘Can Bt-cowpea be deployed in Africa without 
a demographic explosion of the wild cowpea 
populations’ received similar awards and these are 
lead by researchers from Nairobi University and 
from the International Centre for Insect Physiology 
and Ecology respectively. 
A call for pre-proposal for the year 2006 was sent 
out in December 2005. It is a major achievement 
that East Africa hosts one of the three final 
proposals. Congratulations to the winning scientist 
who worked so hard and ably satisfied the stringent 
requirement of the grant. 

 
 GENETICALLY MODIFIED RICE CAN IMPROVE NUTRITION. 




