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Kampala Biotech Conference:

Govt urged to enact Ugandan Biosafety legislation

Peter Wamboga-Mugirya, Scifode conferencef told the conference in Uganda that
the country would soon debate, and possibly pass
KAMPALAR Delegates to the recently-concluded, a Biosafety law. 0The position of the Agriculture
international Agricultural Biotechnology, Biosafety = Committee in Parliament is that agriculture is the
and Seed Systems (AGBIOSAFESEED2010) conference biggest beneficiary of the Biosafety Bill and has
in Kampala, spoke largely with one strong concluding requested that the Bill be brought to Parliament
message to Uganda:iGovernment shouldexpeditiously ~ for debate and possible passage into law,0 he told
enact the National Biotechnology and Biosafety law.i delegates at the AGBIOSAFESEED2010 conference in
Kampala, Uganda.
The over 150-strong experts in biotechnology,
biosafety, plant breeding, science communication, and Flankedbythe Director- h =
molecular biology, came from Uganda, other countries =~ General NARO, DrDenis In t IS ISSU€e
in Africa, Europe, the United States, various African Kyetere, the Scifode
countries and the African Union (AU). The landmark  Executive Director, Mr
conference was organized by the Science Foundation  Arthur Makara and
for Livelihoods and Development (Scifode), the  the Director African
Regional Universities Forum for Capacity Building in Biosafety Network of
Agriculture (RUFORUM), the Uganda National Council Expertise (ABNE) at the
for Science and Technology (UNCST), the Program for AU, Prof. Diran
Biosafety Systems (PBS), and the National Agricultural Makinde, Hon. Bagiire
Research Organization (NARO), among others. explained that the
delay in enacting the
Ugandais Minister of State for Agriculture, Hon. Bill into law was caused
Henry Aggrey Bagiirefi who officially opened the by the fact that the Contd. Page4 &5
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TZ okays GM food

Delegates at the agbiosafeseed2010 conference. Photo credit: Arthur Makara
P B o R s

B AR g, < .



CKS _120S0K wSg2fiza2y 21
1FOI-
¢KSISal- {Sy32261-

The challenges facing human beings today are embedded in how we can
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by 2050 in an environmentally sustainable manner. How can we reduce
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renewable chemical feed stocks from plants? How can we combat climate
change, global warming and drought and ameliorate its impact on crop
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needed by 2050!

Biotechnology can contribute to overcoming these challenges. This is a
generic technology that provides the tools to address the challenges of
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Adapted from: Prof Diran Makinde’s key note address to the
agbiosafeseed2010 conference March 2010. Il

UNAS

OELISNI /2Y Y'1GSS dzi3Sa
[1I-& 1-yR {SLIMIFIS 1 TlizY

YIEYUIIE '3lyRIE alioK yI samaY ¢KS
D20SlyY Syt 27 ! 31-yRI-aK24zR Sy1-0i I- aill-yRn
I2yS yl-o2yl{ 0120S0Ky2(238 k .12a17S(8
iDahi fl.g KIS Liiazyd L2601Sa IyR
NS3dztl-o2yd K10 LNSESYL fl-0201-i211Sa TizY
manufacturing biological weapons. This and
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Science and Technology.
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law. The law is being formulated to
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Biotechnology and Biosafety Policy meant
to encourage biotechnology research
while minimising and managing perceived
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to dangerous laboratory microbes that
could be weaponised and released either
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Biosafety Bill should include provisions
that minimise risks in laboratories working
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